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Insurance, and the Minimum Wage Act are never-
theless quite distinct from such regulations as the
Factory Acts because the Factory Acts do not
mark off one class of citizens as legally distinct
from any other by a test of manual labour or
of income.

The motto of this important book might have
been the words which Montesquieu himself used of
England : " La servitude commence toujours par
le sommeil." We may hope that Belloc has roused
all classes of Englishmen to the dangers that he
points out. Possibly he has overcoloured the
situation, which is to some extent relieved by the
magnitude of the investments made by the Trade
Unions and Friendly Societies. These investments
represent a vast mass of accumulated wealth, even
if these bodies have been imprudent enough to
invest a great deal of their money in land. I do not
see the solution of this matter achieved by nothing
more than the revival of Catholicism as Belloc does ;
but his more mundane remedy of small ownership,
based on a respect for property as the guarantee of
personal freedom, may become more practicable,
owing, not so much to the enormous rise of wages
since the war, as to the recent encouragement in
England of the small investor, which nothing but
a European war could have brought about. Wages
are, on the whole, not likely to go down at all
rapidly, unless there is a wild scramble of competi-
tion between the male and female artisan ; and we
may reasonably hope that the governing classes,
having once roused themselves to take some notice
of the small investor, will not suddenly cease to